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SELF ASSESSMENTS

Personality Style: How 

does your personality align 
with careers?

Learning Style: How do 

you best learn?

Matchmaker: 
How do your 
interests align with 
careers?

Skills Lab: 
How do your abilities align 
with careers?



MATCHMAKER



PERSONALITY STYLE



SKILLS LAB



LEARNING STYLE



EXPLORATION

Over 500

CAREERS
Over 3500

COLLEGES

Over 1400

MAJORS



CAREER EXPLORATION



CAREER EXPLORATION



COLLEGE EXPLORATION



FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Contact:

Megan Tatum

Megan.Tatum@state.sd.us

mailto:Amber.Rost@state.sd.us


ADDITIONAL CAREER EXPLORATION RESOURCES

Career Launch SD was established to increase 
student awareness about career 
opportunities in their communities and help 
meet South Dakota’s demand for a skilled 
workforce. The Department of Labor and 
Regulation (DLR) encourages schools, 
businesses, parents and others in the 
workforce to join the effort to increase 
student awareness about careers so they can 
make informed decisions as they enter the 
workforce. 

Contact:

Amber Rost

Amber.Rost@state.sd.us

mailto:Amber.Rost@state.sd.us


CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION

• Career and technical education (CTE) is the 
practice of teaching skills-based careers to 
students in middle school, high school, and 
beyond.

• CTE is for ALL students and provides 
personalized pathways to success based on each 
student’s career interests and unique learning 
needs.



WHAT DOES CTE DO FOR STUDENTS?

CAREER EXPLORATION & 
PREPARATION

HANDS-ON & 
ENGAGING

EARN CERTIFICATIONS

BUILDS 
SOFT SKILLS

ANSWERS 
“HOW WILL I USE 

THIS?”

REAL WORLD READINESS



CAREER CLUSTERS AND PATHWAYS

• South Dakota recognizes and supports 16 career 
clusters and their respective pathways. Career clusters 
are designed to help students acquire the knowledge
and skills they need to reach their postsecondary 
and/or career goals.

• All career clusters have Foundational CTE Courses in 
common. Foundational CTE courses aim to give 
students foundational knowledge and skills that apply 
to any career field they may explore or pursue in the 
future. In a scope and sequence of CTE courses, 
Foundational CTE courses are the first courses that 
then progress into career cluster or pathway-specific 
courses.



16 CAREER CLUSTERS

While there are thousands of 

occupations in our national 

workforce, the National 

Career Clusters Framework 

groups occupations into 

sixteen different clusters 

based on similarities in 

foundational knowledge and 

skills needed to achieve 

career success. 



CAREER CLUSTER PATHWAYS



CAREER CLUSTER PATHWAYS



HOW IS CTE CURRENTLY IMPACTING YOUR STUDENTS?

Special Populations (on an IEP) involved in CTE in South 
Dakota

• Of the 23,764 CTE participants statewide in 2019-2020 
2,632 or 10.51% were on an IEP.

• Of the 16,258 CTE concentrators statewide in 2019-
2020 1,708 were on an IEP.

A participant is any student taking any one CTE course.

A concentrator is any student taking two or more CTE 
courses in any pathway.



HOW IS CTE CURRENTLY IMPACTING YOUR STUDENTS?

Current Approved Programs

https://sdschools.sd.gov/
https://doe.sd.gov/cte/


HOW CAN YOU GET  YOUR STUDENTS INVOLVED IN CTE?

Connect with your student’s counselors 
or CTE teachers.

Ask about specific CTE courses offered 
at your school and what collaboration is 
needed to make those courses accessible 
to your students.



CONTACT ME!

Kara Schweitzer
Career Development Specialist 
Special Populations Advocate
605.220.3381
Kara.Schweitzer@state.sd.us


